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Autism, a rare disease until 1980 (1 case every 2000 children ) has undergone an epidemic proliferation during the last 20 years and the last statistics register 1 case every 150 new-born babies in the age-range 0-12! (Centre for Disease Control, USA, 2007). 

This epidemy expresses an adaptation pathology, which current environmental, food and iatrogenic pollution (polyvalent vaccination, administered in rapid succession and containing mercury, dental fillings with mercury, intensive antibiotic treatments, antidepressants) produce in subjects with genomic fragilities, concerning the gut, the immune, metabolic and the nervous systems. 

In Italy and in Europe the autistic child is considered genetically “psychotic” and is usually treated by neuro-psychiatrists with drugs, rehabilitation, psychotherapy and speech-therapy and after 15-20 years of age with hospitalisation in guarded homes.

Intestinal and neuroimmunitary pathologies, diet, detoxification from toxic metals and functional recovery of insufficient molecular circuits (methylation, sulfation and Krebs) are not recognized because of the lack of a multidisciplinary approach and of the limited number of laboratories equipped for functional analyses .

Furthermore, special foods (free of gluten, casein, soy, sugar or yeasts, preservatives, colourings) and supplements with high concentration of nutrients are mainly available on the American market.

The severity, complexity and chronicity of gastrointestinal and immunoendocrine lesions and the inadequacy of the health system, of the rehabilitation system and of school support have dramatic repercussions on the balance and on the well-being of the family, thus influencing each aspect of everyday life.

The economic balance is always exacting; it includes trips abroad, medical examinations, rehabilitation training, special foods, supplements and the costs go from 5 to 30 thousand Euros per year.

In 1995 ARI, Autism Research Institute, San Diego (www.AutismResearchInstitute.com and www.autism.org) with the project Defeat Autism Now! (DAN!) has promoted worldwide a multidisciplinary medical approach that improves the health, behavioural and cognitive performances in the majority of cases, thus helping a growing number of children to participate in regular school activities.

Six US Universities (Portland, Seattle, Boston-Mass General, New York Columbia, Baylor Texas and Cleveland) have created a no-profit organization in 2004 - ATN (www.autismtreatmentnetwork.org) - with the aim to promote Research, Training and Assistance, according to the multidisciplinary approach similar to the ARI-DAN! Approach 

DAN!Europe, in direct collaboration with ARI, AREA, and Pianeta Autismo, Onlus, organizes the Conference AUTISM AND OUR FUTURE, dedicated to Bernard Rimland, who was the first to promote solidarity, scientific and medical development in the field of Autism.

The Conference aims at:

· Disseminating updated information on the present Autistic Epidemy and on its causes.

· Formulating preventive criteria and early diagnosis criteria as guidelines for family doctors, neonatologists, paediatricians and teachers.
· Presenting the multidisciplinary approach as fundamental resource to adequately tackle the complex psycho-pathological framework, provide clinical results and foster the rapid development of knowledge.

· Promoting the creation of medical and rehabilitation centres and research projects.

· Presenting to Central and Regional Institutions the complexity, intensity and urgency of the demand that includes Families and their need for medical treatments, laboratory tests, dietary supplements at pharmaceutical dosage, medical consultations and financial help.

The Autistic Epidemic is only the tip of an iceberg, formed by learning and development disabilities that affect 18-20% of the school population in the industrialized countries. These include: dyslexia, attention deficits, hyperactivity, violent behaviour, anorexia - bulimia, obesity, depression, food or environmental allergies, gut inflammatory diseases, celiac disease.

Autism and Developmental Diseases are a dramatic consequence of the ANTIBIOLOGICAL CULTURE that characterizes and dominates the so-called developed democracies.

AUTISM AND OUR FUTURE welcomes the beginning of a new collaboration between American and Italian research and clinical institutes on a theme that involves science, environment, solidarity and, for the first time in Europe, it formulates a word  of certainty for the recovery of a condition, that was and still is considered without hope.

If the multidisciplinary approach applied to treat Autism helps recovering a child that was formerly labelled as a non-treatable psychotic, we may think that this same approach might represent a new opportunity also for chronic degenerative and for psychiatric diseases.

Our challenge for the future is represented by a BIOLOGICAL EDUCATION PROJECT, which is aimed to help answer the many questions related to HEALTH inside the heart of our days, as the ability to communicate and learn, to love and be loved.
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saturday, may 19 

8,30 – 9,00

Opening remarks    

     

9,00 – 10,00               Bernie Rimland and the Biomedical Approach to Autism  

                  

Steve Edelson: Director Autism Research Institute, San Diego  

10,00 – 11,00           
Autism : a scientific foundation  

Richard Deth: Northeastern University, Dept of Pharmaceutical Science, Boston

11,00 – 11,30      
coffee break
11,30 – 12,30    
Early Warning Molecules  

Diego Gazzolo, Director Neonatal Intensive Care Unit, G. Garibaldi Hospital, Catania

12,30 – 14,30  
lunch
14,30 – 15,30      
Biomedical Approach 

                    

Liz Mumper: Medical Director Autism Research Institute,Lynchburg,VA

15,30 – 16,30     
Functional Laboratory 

                    

Patrick Hanaway: Chief Medical Officer, Genova Diagnostics, Ashville,NC.

16,30 – 17,00        
coffee break
17,00 – 19,00         
Autism and the gastrointestinal system
       

Tim Buie: Director Dept. of Gastroenterology, University, Boston

                        Federico Balzola:University Institute of Gastroenterology ,Torino.

                        Gian Luigi De Angelis:Chief of  Pediatric Endoscopy  ;ParmaUniversity

sunday, may 20 

 8,30 – 8,45                
Neurodevelopment and Training Experiences

                                    Manolo Dominguez,Director Istituti Fay,Querceta,Lucca

  8,45- 9,00                     Relationship Development  Intervention 

                                      Patricia de la Garza,Brussels

             

 9,00 -10,00                 Autism treatment: now and tomorrow   

       

  Jim Neubrander, MD. Neubrander Medical  Center, Edison,NJ.

10,00-10,30                   Coffee Break

10,30 – 11,30                 Our Polluted  World !

                                     Giorgio Cantelli Forti,President Italian Society of Toxicology,University of 

                                      Bologna
11,30, - 12,15 

    Family Associations  International Alliance   

                      

   Dave K. Humphrey: ASA  Board Member, Portland ,OR

12,15-13,00                      Autism Epidemy: Italian Bill Project  for Assistance and Research  

                                          Teresio Delfino ,Member of  Italian Parliament,Roma

13,00 - 14.30          
lunch
14,30-16,30                  Q & A Pannel            
16,30 – 17,00        
coffee break
17,00 – 17,30.

Human Development Entreprise Platform
            

Franco Verzella: President Dan! Europe, Bologna

17,30. – 18,00         
Closing Remarks
               

Steve Edelson: Director Autism Research Institute, San Diego
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